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1 A celebration 
 
Firstly, I want to congratulate you on such a 
wildlife-friendly park. Its size is a huge asset 
alongside the mosaic of habitats within its space: 
the mix of shaded woodland, hedgerows, open 
lawns and nectar-rich wildflower meadows are all 
key attributes towards it already being a 
wonderful place for wildlife. These wildflowers 
contribute towards a very rare habitat in the UK; 
meadows like this now cover less than 1% of the 
UK. 
 
This report provides a glittery mix of ideas, which I hope may spark more creativity and 
provide a basis on which to move forward and plan how the park might evolve over the next 
year, five years and 50 years and beyond, while keeping in mind the different needs of the 
park and its users. It is about purposefully adding to what is there and changing 
cutting/planting habits, so it continues to showcase itself while both subtly and more 
obviously providing colour, structure and native planting that benefits wildlife and users of 
the park (by providing more wildlife to enjoy). It is good in places and could be even better 
for wildlife. Many areas could just be left for nature to do its thing; other areas may require 
some gentle management to nurture certain wildflowers and animals.   

The flowery, colourful and wildlife-rich meadows gracing the green are the pièce de 
rèsistance for the site, an asset both for nature and people here. They create a scene to be 
proud of, to share and shout about, and to encourage others to do the same elsewhere. 
Their spray of colour is a reminder what the rest of Britain has lost. With over 97% of ancient 
wildflower meadows now gone since the 1930s, the wildflower spaces here at your site are a 
vital addition to what is available for wildlife in South Gloucestershire.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Brown knapweed 
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2 My task 
 
A grant given by South Gloucestershire Councillor Judy Adams’ Members Award Funding 
enabled me to: 
  

• make three training visits, 
• the opportunity to meet with or discuss the green with local councillors,  
• and write a feature for the local magazine Emersons Green Voice News.  

 
The training sessions involved up to five volunteers coordinated by Chris Sunderland, Friends 
of Emersons Green Park. A summary of the surveys can be found in section 11.  
 
This review summarises all the different areas or zones, provides actions for each area and 
over-arching recommendations that will continue to nurture the site as a haven for wildlife 
and people. I have written it in an accessible way that avoids too much science and just gets 
to the bones of what might be considered to make more space for wildlife. 
 
My visits were as follows: 
 
10th July  Meadow surveys (including meadow sweeping and using transects and 

quadrats). 
 
24th July  Email to Catherine Wilkins with regards Emersons Green green. 
 
24th August   Surveying for moths and bats. 
 
25th August  Meeting with councillor and chairman of open space Dave Somers and 

Chris Sunderland. 
 
22nd September Surveying for birds. 
 
14th October  Feature for Voice News. 
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3 The bigger picture: how does Emerson Green park and green 
connect with other green spaces? 

 
Firstly, I think it’s really important to consider the bigger picture of how Emersons Green 
park and green link up with the rest of South Gloucestershire and Bristol.  
 
It is set in an area of South Gloucestershire where there are lots of smaller green spaces as 
well as larger parks, playing fields and greens; many are fragments of the countryside that 
was once here prior to the area being developed. From a wildlife and ecological perspective 
this is brilliant as it means that the gardens are reasonably well connected by other gardens 
and green ‘corridors’. Conservation charities are helping wildlife by treating their nature 
reserves as part of larger ecological networks, and how these and the surrounding land can 
be better connected and improved for wildlife. Core areas, places that are particularly 
important for wildlife, are becoming better connected by smaller examples of similar habitat 
acting as stepping stones for wildlife to move between. I would like to think Emersons Green 
park is a larger stepping stone linking wildlife between core areas such as Bristol city centre, 
Kingswood, Downend and Mangotsfield, and then to the wider countryside. Therefore, when 
we consider how to make it even better for wildlife, it is important to consider what wildlife 
is out there on a wider scale and the types of native plants and habitats they need. For 
example, the common blue butterfly caterpillars need to feed on vetches such as bird’s-foot 
trefoil. If this is present in Emersons Green green and 
absent by the Langley Arms, the common blue 
butterfly has a much longer distance to travel before 
it finds suitable plants to lay its eggs. The presence of 
many large, maturing trees means birds such as 
woodpeckers, nuthatches and blackcaps, which are 
usually found in woodland, are able to use Emersons 
Green as a suitable place to nest, feed and connect 
to other woody habitats.  
 
Without quoting lots of depressing percentages and 
numbers, most insects in Britain are in decline with moths and butterflies are some of the 
biggest losers. There simply is not the insect life outdoors as there was even 20 years ago 
and you may have noticed this if you drive – the windscreen and registration plate no longer 
get covered in splatted insects. This means less food for bats, for birds, for amphibians and 
so on. Much of this is down to intensive agriculture, urbanisation, loss of habitats, etc. The 
good news is that we can quickly remedy things locally for wildlife by simply providing better 
habitats for them, being untidy in places, keeping those fallen branches, dead stems and 
leaves, growing more native plants and generally being more aware of what our native 
wildlife needs to thrive. And of course, education and learning are vital, ensuring that we 
take those around us (i.e. members) along the journey without alienating them or causing 
conflict. I realise this isn’t an easy balance and I hope the suggestions and observations 
below go some way in giving you some food for thought of what is possible and can be 
considered. Additionally, Emersons Green is buffered from intensive agriculture and 
therefore wildlife living in gardens and the park itself are less affected by herbicides, 
pesticides and fungicides. 

Photo: Pair of common blue butterflies (Flickr: 
Mibby23) 
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3.1 Maps 
 
To get a sense of how Emersons Green has changed over time there are several websites 
where you can see maps from the past. For example, this link will take you to Emersons 
Green in the 1930s, revealing the original farms and fields: 
 
https://tinyurl.com/y3zxayog 
 
Up until late in the twentieth century the area was devoted to farming and market 
gardening, the present park was grazing fields and the woodland corridor known as Green 
Lane was a drove road, a connecting track where farmers could move their cows between 
field. 
 
This Know Your Place link also allows you to overlay a modern map in the Bristol region over 
an older map to see the changes, https://maps.bristol.gov.uk/kyp/?edition=.  
 
Use the magnifying glass icon in the top left-hand corner to type in Emerson Green.  
 
 

 
Photo: Male orange-tip butterfly Photo: Shield bugs on dandelion seed head 
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4 Key wildlife and green areas 
 
I have divided the park and green into five 
main areas: 
 

• The upper park 
• Woodland 
• Main park 
• Recreational area 
• Emersons Green green 

 
These are shown in the map (right) and via 
the link at the bottom of this page. 
 
In section 7, I will discuss each area in more 
detail, describing what it there now and 
what changes, if at all, would help benefit 
wildlife. Some of the key features discussed 
in each area are also shown in the live map 
online.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1hEM6nLpeb9Y711UdTtEQpQUhdlIv9MfV&usp=sharing 
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5 Key observations and recommendations 
 
Across Emersons Green park and green there is a range of different habitats including 
wildflower meadows, marsh, stream/riparian, pools, woodland, scrub, tended mown 
grassland, orchard and rough grassland. One of my key and most important observations is 
the presence of the wildflower meadow across the green itself.  
 
5.1 What do the different areas do well? 
 

• They provide a fabulous variety of wildflowers, grasses, shrubs, trees and water, that 
supply food, cover and nesting locations for butterflies, moths, ladybirds, birds, small 
mammals and a myriad of other invertebrates from spiders to grasshoppers. This is a 
wildlife-rich area!  

 
• The site is providing habitat for ladybirds, lacewings, hoverflies and ground beetles 

which are good at natural biocontrol and eating up insects we may regard as pests. 
These in turn help feed our larger animals such as bats.  
 

• The woodland corridor, known as Green Lane, has a herb and shrub layer with 
woodland flowers and bramble, hazel and blackthorn, followed by a middle and 
upper layer of maturing larger trees such as oak and ash providing canopy cover. Lack 
of access by deer has meant this area is not over-browsed.  

 
• In many areas the soil, which is clay-based, doesn’t appear rich in nutrients meaning 

wildflowers can thrive and not be outcompeted by more aggressive grasses.  
 

• Water provides a crucial habitat both for land and aquatic wildlife. There are a range 
of permanent and temporary pools and a stream, that function as a sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDS) during exceptional periods of rainfall. There are also damp 
areas across the site, helped by the clay soil, ensuring marshy plants in the woodland 
and grassland can thrive, even during mid-summer.  
 

• There are many areas left uncut providing edge habitat for wildlife, for example, 
grassy tussocks for nesting bumblebees, brambles for singing bush crickets and thick 
cover for slow worms. Trees running along the stream provide a corridor and cover 
for wildlife such as insects, birds and amphibians to move along.  
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5.2 How do the outdoors spaces contribute towards a social and sustainable 
future? 

 
1. Supporting, protecting and enhancing biodiversity and high-quality green spaces. 

The park and green are a brilliant place for wildlife and the recommendations in this 
report will enhance and support more wildlife. It is also contributing towards nature 
recovery networks: the flower meadows and waterways all link up with others in the 
area, ensuring wildlife is able to move around, mix together and find enough food, 
shelter and have breeding success.  

 
2. Helping to keep carbon in the soil and offsetting carbon. The plant life covering the 

park is keeping carbon in the soil and helping to generate healthy soils, important for 
a healthy environment.  
 

3. Making a difference to the lives of people living nearby and using the green spaces. 
The different habitats provide a calm, tranquil and green space for local people and 
visitors to enjoy. Green spaces like this are important for relaxing the mind, reducing 
stress and anxiety and having time out. They provide space for improving mental 
health, physical health and a general sense of wellbeing.  

 
4. Saving resources and reducing carbon emissions. By following the recommendations 

in this report you would be saving money on regular garden maintenance and the use 
of diesel both in the transport the ground maintenance use (i.e. vans) and the fuel 
used in their cutting machines.  Money saved could be invested in new machinery 
that collects the cut grass at the same time.  
 

5. Driving change in other parts of South Gloucestershire. The green spaces are a great 
opportunity to show other councils what can be achieved and what good 
planting/sowing looks like that is complimentary to the surrounding countryside. 

 
6. Strong local identity and distinctive character. The park and green exist amongst a 

changing landscape where former surrounding farmland is becoming increasingly 
built over. Emerson’s green park and green provide a strong identity that harmonises 
nearby industrial estates and urban streets that lacks such measures. 
 

7. Inspiring and aspiring others. Spaces such as the green can be used as a case study 
and exemplar to other councils.  
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6 Recommendations: 
 
The recommendations below will help to ensure a diverse flower- and grass-rich meadow 
while still providing space for shrubs and trees and avoiding nutrient-loving species such as 
bramble, dock and thistles taking over (while still making some space for them).  
 

1. Allowing scrub to grow 
Scrub, small bushes such as blackthorn, hawthorn and sallow, are some of the first 
species to colonise an area of grassland. In the southern part of the main park, on the 
opposite side of the path from the orchard, the grassy area is becoming sallow (pussy 
willow) scrub and forming a denser area that is complimenting the trees and shrubs 
along the waterway. Scrub provides wintering locations for a range of insects and 
other invertebrates, food, nesting and sleeping habitat for birds and small mammals, 
and a buffer and refuge for wildlife, particularly if other areas are being cut annually. 
The sallow in particular provides an important source of nectar and pollen very early 
in the year when little other flowers or food are around.  
 

2. Less is more for wildlife here, so less cutting, trimming and mowing! 
For many areas, cut the flowering areas (as indicated in map) once a year, in 
September and remove the cut vegetation. Rather than taking it off site some of the 
cut material could form heaps providing overwintering sites for amphibians, reptiles 
and small mammals. By cutting at this time we allow the plants and insects to 
complete their life cycles; it is also before the plants start to die down and form a 
mat over the soil, enriching it and encouraging more vigorous grasses and other less 
desirable plants to grow.  You may want to consider sowing yellow rattle so the 
grasses don’t dominate over time. This helps to keep grasses in balance with the 
flowering plants and stops hogweed and grasses forming a ‘choking’ thatch. 
 
The sloping bank of the recreational area, that leads down to the stream, contains 
lots of wildflowers currently suppressed by regular mowing. Leaving this slope to 
grow and cut once a year, would allow selfheal, wild carrot, bird’s-foot trefoil and 
knapweeds to thrive here. The hedgerow running along the edge of the recreational 
area would also benefit from a two-metre unmown buffer. Currently the grassland is 
mown right up to the trees leaving no gradation or buffer for invertebrates.  
 
The grass cut regularly around the recreation equipment and open space in the 
recreation zones do provide a feeding habitat for blackbirds, song thrushes, mistle 
thrushes and starlings, particularly during the breeding season. Some buffer around 
the base of the larger trees would help protect roots which run under the turf.  
 

3. Rotating some cuts and deliberately mowing strips 
Rotating areas that are completely left uncut in some years provides a refuge for 
insects overwintering and homes for small mammals providing food for owls. It 
allows grassy tussocks to grow, ideal for bumblebees. By switching areas that are cut 
between years stops them from scrubbing over (for example, by the marsh). 
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Deliberatively mowing thin strips of grass, for example, along a path, helps the public 
see that the park is still being cared for and that leaving areas uncut is deliberate. 
  

4. Stop using chemicals 
 

There is absolutely no reason why any chemicals of any sort (pesticides, herbicides or 
fungicides) are required across the park. Spraying anything, including Glyphosate, 
around posts and poles is totally unnecessary and is more likely to kill the flowering 
plants that it is any undesirable plants such as grasses and nettles. It should be 
entirely banned! Indeed, leaving grasses to grow in these sorts of places continue to 
provide a habitat for wildlife. If a signpost does need to have space around for people 
to see, then simply use a pair of shears.  

 
5. Further planting 

 
In the main recreational area, any new planting would benefit from native shrubs and 
perennial native flowers, for example, hedgerow trees including hawthorn, 
blackthorn, sallow, field maple and oak plus buckthorn and alder buckthorn. And a 
host of drought-resistant, sun-loving flowers and shrubs could be planted that are 
low maintenance, look good and survive in the dry, sunny (or wet) conditions! Many 
of these will be plants with thick, succulent leaves that conserve water or silvery, 
hairy leaves that reflect the sunlight and include. Some of the flowery plants that are 
loved by bees include lamb’s ear (Stachys byzantia), foxtail lilies, lavender, sedum, 
hebe and teasel.  
 
Perennial (coming up every year) flowers might include flowers such as oxeye daisy, 
brown knapweed, lady’s bedstraw, hedgerow bedstraw and bird’s-foot trefoil. They 
can be further enhanced with red campion, white campion, field scabious, Devil’s bit 
scabious, salad burnet and viper’s bugloss.  

 
Crested dog’s tail, sweet vernal and red fescue are traditional meadow grasses that 
blend in and are natural companions to the flowering plants (rather than dominating 
grass species).  

 
6. Waterbodies 

It was clear that there needs to be 
more thought, consideration and a plan 
for the different waterbodies. For 
example, the small pool is becoming 
choked and will turn into scrub over 
time. The main pool, at the north end 
of the park, is dug out periodically, 
causing huge and sudden destruction of 
the wildlife and plants that have been 
settling in. Sympathetic interventions 
can be considered, for example, people 
getting into the small pool in waders 

Photo: Moorhen with chick by Milo Bostock 
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and by-hand removing weeds and irises. For the main pool, more regular and less 
intrusive unsilting methods could be considered, perhaps using a small plant (digger) 
that causes less soil compaction and focuses on the key silted areas of concern. 
Currently moorhens, a declining waterbird, breed successfully on the main pool.  
 
At the southern end of the main park, the stream is redundant and becoming silted 
up. One suggestion is to plant Phragmites reed into this area of mud, which in turn 
will filter any water that does still trickle into the stream. Cutting back or coppicing 
the overhanging hazel and willow will help bring more light to the waterway (esp. 
where there is water), benefitting healthy water plants and animals.  

 
7. Log piles: Log piles and fallen wood are missing from the site and it would benefit 

from having these proving dead wood for beetles and fungi, and hiding places for 
amphibians, small mammals and reptiles.  

 
8. Cut meadow to form a compost heap: Some of the cut meadow can be piled in 

certain places to form a warm, piled mound that can be home to overwintering 
invertebrates and larger animals such as reptiles and amphibians.  
 

9. Interpretation panels 
To help communicate why the meadows and green spaces look like they do and that 
it is all deliberate, friendly bee signs and interpretation panels that are simple, 
accessible, visual and UV protected, would be appropriate.  
 

10. Continue monitoring 
Surveys and monitoring work will help keep track of what is living in park and green 
and how these change over time. Other taxa, such a reptiles, could also be monitored 
by laying down squares of felt or corrugated metal in places away from pathways.  

 
11. Other ideas:  

 
• Building a pond dipping platform so they 

can be explored by visitors. 
 

• Building other large bug hotels using 
wooden pallets, tiles, bricks and bamboo. 

 
• Wildlife art sculptures in the different areas 

as part of community-related projects. 
 

• Continue nurturing the orchard and fruit 
trees. 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: A large bug home 
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7 Each area of the site in detail 
 
7.1 Upper Park 
 
The upper park is the first part of the park that many people living in Emersons Green 
encounter as they enter. The park of course doesn’t just simply stop here; a stream and 
watery habitat continue north between Emerson Way, Cyrus Court, Robert Court, Bromfield 
Walk and down towards the next significant green space by the petrol station and Hicks 
Avenue.  
 

The upper park is a mix of maturing trees, 
hedgerow and shrubs, scrub a pool (which is part 
of the SuDS) and tarmac paths. Adjacent to the 
pool and water course, the flat and low-lying area 
of soil is full of flower-rich and/or water-loving 
plants including water mint, yellow flag iris, tufted 
vetch, meadow rush, spiked rush and bird’s-foot 
trefoil. On the 10th July they were attracting 
marbled white, large white, meadow brown and 
large skipper butterflies. Bordering (and buffering) 
this area with the pathway is a thick bramble 
hedgeline which runs into a broader taller copse 

containing a range of trees (such as grey poplar, elm and willow). Some of the elm is dead 
providing rotting wood for invertebrates and beetles.  
 
7.1.1 Specific actions: 
 

• Annual later summer cut (September) of the wildflowers and rushes on the lower 
platform of soil by the pool and remove the cut material so the soil doesn’t become 
enriched. Will also stop brambles and other scrub encroaching. This area is prone to 
soil compaction so strimming and removal by hand would be more appropriate 
rather than a four-wheel mower. Checking for amphibians, slow worms and snakes in 
the longer vegetation would be essential just prior to strimming so they can be 
moved to a nearby safer location.    

 
• Regular mowing of the grassy pathway happens between the line of brambles and 

the flatter, flower-rich flood plain of the pool and stream. This is worth continuing as 
it stops the brambles from spreading and shows the public that the area is still being 
tended. The brambles meanwhile are providing a food-rich habitat and homes for 
small mammals, birds and invertebrates.  

 
• There could be more of a buffer between the hedgeline of trees and the tarmac path. 

The grassy areas along each side of the path could be cut 1m in and then left 
between that mark and the trees/hedge to provide more habitat for insects. This 
would then benefit from a single cut in later summer/autumn and with the material 
being removed.  

Photo: Marbled white butterfly 



 

 13 

• Further consideration of how the waterways, the SuDS is managed. Heavy machinery 
to dig out silt could cause compaction of the soil affecting drainage and structure. 
Perhaps a small plant vehicle could be used and more frequently, so it isn’t one huge 
destructive activity every five or ten years. Instead it could be more subtle, kinder to 
the local environment while ensuring the SuDS functions correctly.  
 

• Along the east side of this area the grassland is enriched and full of thatching grasses, 
docks and hogweed. There is a role for all these, and many are replied upon by 
moths, butterflies and other invertebrates. This area could: 
 

a. Remain as it is uncut and let nature do its thing – eventually it will scrub over. 
In the meantime, the grass tussocks provide a great habitat for bumblebees 
to nest, the dock is great for moths and the hogweed provides a general 
nectar source for a large range of insects.  

b. Have an annual cut and the material left causing further enrichment and 
growth of dock, hogweed and other competitive plants. 

c. Have an annual cut and the material removed to stop further enrichment and 
allow finer flowering plants to emerge alongside what’s there. The 
introduction of yellow rattle seed would bring grasses under control and 
allow other flowering plants to have a chance.  

 
7.2 Main park 
 
The main park comprises a north to south corridor of 
grassland, scrub, an orchard, a pond, a temporary stream and 
associated line of bushes and trees. South of the diagonal 
path that crosses the grassland there is a marshy area where 
the soil remains damp during the summer.  
 
7.2.1 Specific actions:  
 

• Annual later summer cut (September) of the wildflowers and remove the cut material 
so the soil doesn’t become enriched. Will also stop brambles and other scrub 
encroaching.  

 
• Keeping the blackthorn and bramble in check around the perimeter of the marsh so it 

doesn’t encroach and smother the marsh and its associated flowering and non-
flowering plants.  
 

• Consider removing some of the irises/bullrush and weed in the small pond; currently 
it is becoming choked. This could be done with waders and with a small team.  
 

• The large bushes are red osier dogwood are doing really well and spreading; in some 
places where they are smothering the stream or encroaching on the grassland, some 
pruning back would be worthwhile. The bushes themselves provide nectar, berries 
and cover/nesting habitat.  

Photo: The wildflower marsh 
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• The larger pond in this area is almost invisible. Pruning back of trees enclosing it 

would ensure light can get into the water and allow water vegetation and animals to 
better live in it.  
 

• The green slope, that could also be considered in the recreation zone and runs down 
to the pond area and stream, are full of wildflowers not reaching their full potential. 
This whole slope could be cut just once a year in later summer/autumn allowing cut-
leaved cranesbill, greater bird’s-foot trefoil, wild carrot, hedge bedstraw, tansy and 
other species to develop into a thriving meadow.  
 

• Opposite the orchard, between the path and stream, the grassland is beginning to 
scrub over. This could be left to turn into scrub and early woody habitat, or cut (with 
the thatch removed) to maintain it as grassland. There is some lovely sallow (pussy 
willow) growing which provides early nectar and pollen for insects such as 
bumblebees, honeybees and solitary bees. There could be a compromise where 
some of this is allowed to grow closer to the stream while the wider meadow is cut.  
 

• On the southern end of this zone by the small foot bridge the stream is largely 
redundant and becoming stagnant. The hazel and other trees can be cut/coppiced 
back to let light in. The muddiest areas could be planted with Phragmites reeds to 
secure the mud, filter any water that does flow into it, and provide a further habitat 
for wildlife. There are already such reeds in the park (up by a path in the upper park); 
some of these could be translocated or new ‘whips’ from elsewhere could be 
planted.  
 

• Currently there is a lovely buffer of grassland, bramble and scrub bordering the 
orchard as it moves into the woodland. I would keep this. It is popular with bush 
crickets and birdlife such as blackcaps and chiffchaffs. Keep the bramble in check 
though so it doesn’t encroach the grassland and orchard area.  

 
7.3 Woodland 
 
This woodland corridor known as Green Lane was a 
drove road, a connecting track where farmers could 
move their cows between fields. Today it is lined by 
large, gnarled oaks and ash, with hazel, dogwood, 
hawthorn, blackthorn, elm suckers (and dead elms) and 
brambles snuggly growing between them; they in turn 
are draped in ivy and black bryony. Where sunlight 
does penetrate to the damper soil brooklime, water 
pepper and speedwells grow. The oak trees have 
various dead limbs which is completely normal and natural, providing homes for fungi, 
beetles, parasitic wasps, solitary bees and bats. Despite this, they are still too young to have 
lots of big holes and hollows which many animals prefer and provide nesting habitat for 
birds. 
 

Photo: Woodland corridor with herb and scrub layers 
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7.3.1 Specific actions: 
 

• Provide further bluetit-size bird boxes and bat boxes. 
 

• Monitor the situation with ash (see section 9). If ash is removed long term it may in 
fact benefit this woodland, providing light and the opportunity for other smaller trees 
or shrubs to grow while allowing natural scallops for butterflies and flowering plants.  

 
• Coppice some of the hazel trees. The corridor 

of woodland could be divided into two or three 
sections and the hazel trees coppiced on 
rotation every five to ten years.  

 
• Develop some woodland scallops to allow 

more light in to benefit butterflies and 
woodland plant life. These can be cut as semi-
circles off the woodland path. Some already 
naturally exist and could be made wider.  
 

• Create more wood piles and leave dead wood; 
when the trees along the neighbour’s gardens 
get trimmed encourage the cut wood to 
remain in the woodland.  
 

• Leave the blackthorn draping/arch over the 
lower path (where the blackthorn has 
collapsed). However, trim this upwards so 
people can walk through with ease. Currently 
this provides cover and a corridor for wildlife across the path. The edge of the path at 
this southern end, close to Emersons Green Lane, is full of rank grasses and bramble. 
This could be left, as it provides a great habitat for wildlife, or cut along the edges of 
the pathway to open it up more.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Hazel coppice left to grow 

Photo: An area that could be opened out as a scallop 
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7.4 The green 
 

I was absolutely blown away by the village 
green. It is covered in native wildflowers that 
have no doubt been flowering here for 
hundreds of years without any intervention. 
With only 3% of Britain’s wildflower meadows 
left since the 1940s, this is certainly a green 
space to cherish and hopefully connect up 
with other similar green spaces via Emerson’s 
Green park. It was great to see neighbours 
who overlook it very proud of what they have. 

 
Even after all the recent changes that have happened to the surrounding landscape, the 
green triangle bordering Emersons Green Lane remains much as it always was. It is now a 
remarkable gem snuggled in the area closely connected to the drove road and the park. 
 
Being largely unchanged, the Green has been unimproved which means it has never had any 
chemicals such as fertilisers applied (apart from occasional cow dung!). This has meant that 
wildflowers have not been outcompeted by competitive grasses and flowering plants that 
have been here for hundreds of years are still growing in swathes across the green.  
 
The display of bird’s-foot trefoil, meadow cranesbill, sneezewort, wild onion and knapweeds 
are superb (better than many nature reserves) and providing important food for a whole 
host of different pollinators and their caterpillars/larvae. Other plants included white clover, 
silverweed, creeping buttercup, bramble, broad-leaved dock, horse radish and hairy 
willowherb.  
 
 
7.4.1 Specific actions: 
 

• Annual later summer cut (September) of the 
wildflowers and remove the cut material so the soil 
doesn’t become enriched. The area has been split 
into four sections and on rotation, three out of four 
sections will be cut each year.   

 
• The annual cut will also stop brambles and other 

scrub encroaching and keep hogweed in check.  
 

• Interpretation panel to celebrate what is here and how it is cared for.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Ed Drewitt on the green 

Photo: Meadow cranesbill in abundance! 
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7.5 Recreational area 
 
The recreational area is a busy, popular part of the park where families can safely play, 
people walk their dogs and others go for a stroll. It is the part of the park that is mowed on a 
regular basis, largely to the detriment of wildlife, and provides a largely sanitised, man-
made, kept look. Despite this, the mown grass does provide a feeding habitat for blackbirds, 
thrushes and starlings. The short grass and exposed soil provide a great place for mining 
bees to nest underground. The original hedgerows with mature oak trees also provide edge 
habitat for small birds such as robins and dunnocks, and a haven for insects. There are small 
tweaks that could benefit wildlife while still providing a kept, recreational feel to this part of 
the park. 
 
7.5.1 Specific actions:  

 
• Two metre buffer of unmown grass along the eastern edge. If just a metre of grass is 

still mown along the eastern edge of the path, from the path inwards to the hedge, 
then it will still look kept and tendered. The unmown buffer would provide greater 
edge habitat for wildlife rather than just a harsh contrast between the hedgeline and 
the lawns.   
 

• Two metre buffer of unmown grass along the western edge leading from the library 
into the park. This old, original hedgeline would benefit from a buffer rather than 
being mown up to its edge.  
 

• Flowerbeds could be planted with long lasting perennial flowers, some non-native 
which do well in dry weather and other native. For example, as mentioned earlier, 
some of the flowery plants that are loved by bees include lamb’s ear (Stachys 
byzantia), foxtail lilies, lavender, sedum, hebe and teasel.  
 

• Native perennial flowers might include flowers 
such as oxeye daisy, brown knapweed, lady’s 
bedstraw, hedgerow bedstraw and bird’s-foot 
trefoil. They can be further enhanced with red 
campion, white campion, field scabious, devil’s bit 
scabious, salad burnet and viper’s bugloss.  
 

• Any future planting of shrubs would benefit from 
using native species such as dogwood, alder 
buckthorn, buckthorn, hazel, blackthorn, 
hawthorn, field maple, etc. rather than non-natives such as laurel, which have little 
benefit for local wildlife.  
 

• Leaving an unmown margin around the base of some of the large trees, such as the 
grey poplars, would also protect their roots and provide a gradual change from the 
tree base into the lawns. These longer grasses and other plants would provide a 
refuge for small grassland invertebrates.  

 

Photo: Lady's bedstraw 
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8 From Plantlife’s ‘The good verge guide’ 
 
PlantLife, a charity helping to get native wildflower meadows back into the countryside 
state, “Native wildflowers provide nectar and pollen earlier in the season and offer food for 
1, 400 species of insect.” 
 
Below is a list of the top ten meadow flower species in terms of the number of species of 
insect that they support and provides an indication of just how important wildflowers are for 
wildlife.  
 
Bird’s-foot trefoil   160 species supported 
Yarrow    141 species  
Red clover    115 species  
Dandelion   107 species  
Ragwort   107 species  
Lady’s bedstraw   101 species  
Hedge bedstraw   100 species  
White clover   98 species  
Meadowsweet  91 species  
Oxeye daisy   85 species 
 
Common ragwort is used by more than 100 species of invertebrate and in particular the 
cinnabar moth which lays eggs on this plant; these hatch into black and yellow caterpillars.  
 
Spear and creeping thistles provide nectar for many species of insect and butterflies such as 
the small copper, brimstone and painted lady. They also provide import winter food for 
declining farmland birds such as linnets.  
 

9 Ash Dieback 
 
Ash dieback is a real threat to ash trees all across the UK. It is becoming apparent that ash 
trees become very brittle when they have the disease and limbs or whole trees can fall to 
the ground. While remedial works may be required on health and safety grounds to fell 
some ash trees, it is important to keep in mind some trees may be resistant to the disease 
and their survival important in helping ash trees to recover long term. Gaps that appear due 
to ash removal may in fact benefit other plants and provide some open spaces that the 
woodland needs. The woodland may look very different in five to ten years’ time if ash does 
need to be felled.  
 
If ash is felled or has fallen, leave the wood on site as habitat piles or leave as a fallen 
deadwood component to the habitat. Keep it in the area where the tree stood, rather than 
moving it around. The litter and leaf fall material below an infected tree will be full of ash 
dieback spores anyway, so it shouldn’t have a negative impact from that perspective. Ash 
dieback trees do get attacked by other things as they weaken, such as honey fungus at the 
base. If this is the case, this could spread to other healthy trees in the area, so if suspected, 
this material would be best removed and not included in log piles. 

Photo: Bird’s-foot trefoil 
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Leave any ash not showing signs of disease as this may be resistant and so should be 
retained. It seems to be the case that trees showing moderate symptoms will succumb and 
continue to decline and die, they don’t seem to recover, but ones showing no sign of 
infection should be retained. 
 

10 Bats 
 
Bats are vulnerable to disturbance and declines 
because trees they roost in get chopped down 
and insect food is becoming scarce. 
The pools, hedgelines, pathways and trees are 
likely to be both good feeding sites for bats and 
corridors for flying to and from roosts and 
feeding sites. The better the habitat is for 
insects, the more food there is for bats. Bats will 
also roost in any crevice in a tree (however small 
you may think the crevice is), under small 
bridges, in caves and under tiles of nearby 
houses. If any tree work is required, careful 
checks of holes and crevices by a licenced bat 
ecologist is recommended to avoid the 
destruction of a live bat roost.  

11 Summary of the surveys for the Friends of Emersons Green 
 
The surveys that I did with small groups enabled everyone to see what equipment and 
methodology is required for surveying particular wildlife.  
 
11.1 Meadow surveys, 10th July 2020 
 
11.1.1 The Marsh 
 
During this morning’s training we set up a 20m transect with two bamboo poles and string. 
We used this to survey for plants and look for invertebrates using sweep nets. We also used 
quadrats as another method to survey for plant life. Plants we identified included:  
 
Silverweed, water foxtail, redshank, curly dock, meadow vetchling, bird’s-foot trefoil,  
Yorkshire fog, cut-leaved cranesbill, common tansy, ribwort plantain, red clover, meadow  
buttercup, greater bird’s-foot trefoil, slender willowherb and lesser hop trefoil. A later visit  
in August also revealed red bartsia, purple loosestrife and common ragwort. 
 
The plants were full of tiny planthoppers while ringlet and small white butterflies flew  
around us.  
 

Photo: Common pipistrelle bat 
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11.1.2 The Green  
 
We repeated a similar survey methodology to 11.1.1 in the green. As mentioned in 7.4, the 
green was full of a range of wildflowers including bird’s-foot trefoil, meadow cranesbill, 
sneezewort, wild onion black knapweed, white clover, silverweed, creeping buttercup, 
bramble, broad-leaved dock, horse radish and hairy willowherb.  
 
Sweep netting the plants revealed thick-knee flower beetles, soldier beetles, meadow  
grasshoppers, small and Essex skipper butterflies, meadow brown butterflies, red-tailed  
bumblebees and bush crickets (coneheads).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11.1.3 The trees 
 
We also used special white sheet and bamboo poles to tap the trees to see what animals 
were living in them. Tapping a range of trees revealed harvestmen, small snails (including 
strawberry and banded), moths, spider mites, mirid bugs, ladybirds, earwigs and beetles.  
 
11.2 Moth and bat surveys, 24th August 2020 
 
On this evening we used a Magenta bat detector (c. £70) to show how bats can simply be 
detected. The device converts the inaudible squeaks of the bats into something we can hear. 
I also attached an Echo Meter (c. £200) to my iPad; this picks up a greater range of bats. The 
team were able to compare between the two. We picked up common and soprano 
pipistrelle bats, noctule and serotine bats. Other more expensive devices, not used, can be 
left in situ for weeks or months and then put into a computer to reveal the full range of bats 
using the location.  
 
I also set up a moth trap to illustrate a simple model and how it could be used to catch 
moths.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Meadow grasshopper Photo: Thick-legged flower beetle Photo: Small skipper on red clover 
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11.3 Bird survey, 22nd September 2020 
 

We met at 7am to walk around the park and 
listen or look for birdlife. I illustrated how by 
using a map of the park and a standard route, 
the birdlife can be mapped out using 
shortened single or two letter codes for 
species. This method could be used to mark 
out winter and breeding territories of different 
species.  
 
On the day 17 species were counted including 
robins, song thrushes and migrating meadow 
pipits.  

12 Birdlife in summary 
 
Throughout the year hundreds of individual birds of 30 plus species will use the local park 
ranging from greenfinches and chaffinches to blackbirds and mistle thrushes. Continued 
monitoring of birds and their territories helps to keep a check on whether changes in 
management practices are benefitting certain species and how each species is faring over 
time. Birds are also a good indicator of habitat health and they are used by the Government 
as a biodiversity health indicator.   
 
The park attracts bird species that are both increasing and decreasing nationally. For 
example, moorhens have declined by 23% between 2008 and 2018 (BTO Waterways 
Breeding Bird Survey), while grey wagtails have declined by 20%. In contrast the park is 
home to blackcaps and chiffchaffs, which have increased by 175% and 109% respectively 
since 1995 across the UK (BTO Breeding Bird Survey). The park provides feeding habitat for 
breeding starlings (down 53% since 1995) and song thrushes (up by 26% since 1995).  

13 Final words 
 
While it is a far cry from the days of grazing cow fields and isolated farms, Emersons Green 
park and green still retains some of those bygone characteristics and features that today 
help connect it with other green spaces close by. And the fact it isn’t farmland anymore may 
in fact mean that it is better for insects as it isn’t being bathed in numerous pesticides, 
herbicides and fungicides!  
 
I hope that this report provides fun, interesting and exciting ideas for how the park could 
develop further to be better for wildlife, while keeping in mind its use by local people.  
 
Ed Drewitt 
Freelance naturalist and consultant 
October 2020 
eddrewitt1@gmail.com 

Photo: Goldfinch by Gordon Robertson 


